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The Birmingham Science Fiction Group has its formal meeting on
the third Friday of ssch month in the Impsrisl Hotel in Temple
Street, Birminghsm city centre, Thers is alsc an informal
meeting on the first Tuesday of each month at the General Wolfe
pub, on the corner of Aston Road and Holt atrul- l:ur Aston
University and the Science Park). Hew members ways

wolcoms. Membsrship ral are L5 pOr person, ur .50 for two
Dlople at e.hl same address. Ths treasurer is Graham Poole

rm Road, Wylds Gresn, Sutton Coldfield, Birmingham

l'l'i I.M}. \ut ll likaly to change soon, Watch this space.

FRIDAY 17 February, 5 pm.

This month the sntrance charge is 60p for membecs and £] for
non-members, It should be an interesting meeting. Steve Qreen
has a few words to Say sbout our guest, "It's & rare occasion
that the frus Group can play host to a science fiction author, an
editor with wide axpurt-no- of the pnuum.nq world and sn award-
winning fan all on the t our guest for the
fehruary mesting meets all thres l:rl.htr!.- is probably unique.

Born in 1949, Malcolm graduated in snthropology at Cam-
~bridge. His interest in science fiction first evidenced iteelf
during the fannish “new wave" of the early Seventies, editing the
British Science Fiction Association's critical jourpal Vec g{ from
1972-4, a stark contrast to his current fanzine, the vitro.
Drupkard's Talk.

In 1976 Malcolm began a short residence st Gollanc: as an sf
editor, moving to head the SF Poundstion two years lster. As well
a8 working on the sxcellant Encycl dla of Bcience Piction (ed.
Nicholls, 1979), Malcolm was™ & mamber Ehe Beacon 19 worldcon
comnittes (chaired by our own Peter Weston), providisg valuable
experience for the current -m-l.u:n in '87" worldcon bid.

His fanzine Tappen won the Mova Award for best fanzine of
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1981 at Wovacon 11, Maloolm's wife Chris Atkinsom collecting ﬂ'-
best fan writer Mova that same ysar (largely on the evidence of

her excellent contributions to T: ). Both ware membars of the
I-I.ly 111-fated 1984C0N Esstercon bid, which Mt out to tha com-
~bined Burocon-Eastercon bid, Seacon '84.

A founder membar of the Interzons Collective, a group editor-
-ship running Britain's only independent science fiction magazine,
Malcolm made his short fiction debut with the intriguing "After

Images® in the publicaticn's fourth issue (spring 'B1). Shortly
aftervards, Malcom left to rejoin Gollancz and to work on his
fifth collabortaion with Robert Holdstock, guest-—of-honour this
Foar st the Brum Group's own convention, Movacon.

Editor, author or fan, hlm s cradantials point to this
being a vary interesting evening."

=== STEVE GREEN

TXOUR wIS% 15 OUR cowesp:

Or something like that. In fact, we're talking about the
collective wishes of dozens of people sxpressad at the AGM,

The focal point of their desirs was the avallability BC - hlr
during meetings at the New Imperial Hotel. 5o, after langthy
discussions wo have persuaded the manager of the hotel not onl
to let us have our own bar, or even an extension to 11 o'

but both of these things in the same room.

Prom pow on, then, we will have regular meetings in the
York room at the Hew lw‘rill; - llldﬂ.ly wuu' but cosier

venue which ham its own built in bar, open until 11:00pm.

Lat's also try and reciprocate the gesture by the Hotal
Manager, Chris nntlm. by nm:l.w ht- takings on our -nlng
nights. This doesn more
certaln mesbers uul no doabt r-qnd tMl as the most d!lclmr_
way to reise beer sales). Why not bring slong s friend who i
interested in science fiction?

This year we nesd to publicise our group more (come in Simon).
An increased membership means greater financial sbilities for the
group, & better turnout at and its pr more
-oehuy for us,

Let's make 1964 a memorable year for the Group.
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News~

Robert O°Brien’s children's novel £ Por
dramatised and will appsar on BRC

cish has been
Future.

Tansc Asimov hed a triple heart bypass operation in december
and ism now recuparsting at home. Mr Asimov was mixty-four years
old on the twanty-fourth of january

The film varsion of Arthur C. Clarks's 2010; D@{l!%z Two im in
production. Roy Scheider (Jaws, Blus THindar] play
Baywood Floyd, with John Lithgow and Bob Baliban as the other
American astronsuts. Petes Hymas is the director. FHe also
directed Outland and l:lfrlebrn Ons, The spacial effects will ba

dona chard Edl ar Wars et al and Rajders Of The Lost
Ark) apd Syd Mead -- the “visual futurist" who designed the city

1n in Blade + The film will take four sonths and will be shot
‘s Btage 15, the largest scundstage in America. It is to
ba releansd around the snd of this year.

Dot Owens, chairperson of the Star Trek Empathy-Cons has died
recently.




TOP TEN SF BOOKS

1 THE ADVERSARY by Julian May. (£1,95, Pan)
2 FOUNDATION'S EDGE by Isasc Amimov. (£1.95, Gransda)

3 DR WHO: MAWDREYN UNDEAD by Terence Dicks. (£1.36, Target)

4 MORETA: DRAGONLADY OF PERN by Anne McCaffrey. (£3.95, Corgl)
s STAR TREK SHORT STORIES by William Rotsler. (£1.25, Arrow)
& THE SURVIVALIST: DOOMSAYER by J. Abern. (£1.50, WEL)

7 'CITADEL OF ALTARCH by Gene Wolfe, (£1.95, Arrow)

8  SATAN by Jeremy Levin., (£2.50, Granada)

: ] SHRINE by Jamos Herbert. (£2.25, NEL)

10 A BETTER MAN-TRAF by Bob Bhaw. (£1.50, Granada)

This list was compiled by ANDROMEDA BOOKSROP, B4 Suffolk Street,
Birmingham, Bl 1TA. phone 021-643-1599.

HE FAN BOOM g, pope to ponstruct s large dispisy of the yarim
. activities happening within fandow. To do Lhis we tu:
wed full detsils of all fan groups in Britain and Lhe Continent. 5o
relevant detalls of your group, such ae meetings, venues, msmbarships,
antines, sumbers and so on, showld Be ment to the Fan Room organiser
WRIS SUSLOWICE (address below), Tdeally the infa should be typed
r printed pestly omto small blamk cards as thess will be linhed to n
.‘rec scale map which will constitute the main part of the display.
ographs of groups or individuals would mlen be very welcome, am
these cam be placed alongeide the info eard
The n Hoow will alsc feature this years Great Pork Pie
rate. 1f anyone from your group 18 Interesiec in entering thie event
rull details are available from CHRIS SUSLOWICE, 111 VALLEY ROAD,
ALIHULL, WEST MIDLANDS, BS2 QAX, EWILAND,

Ok yes, and don't forget the SF Tri
till open to entronts. It's SEACUN'R asmwer to Umiversity Challeage &
:11 commist of B tesws of 4 people, sfter the ‘entry fees! of 2% starter questions

jur team have besn evaluatod. Full detailn from TIM ILLIFGWORTM, 63 DRAKE BOAD,

CHESSINGTON, SUMKEY, KT9 1L4.

bowl, which is




Fanzines

As the title suggests, this isn't, by any means, meant to be
& sarious ‘review' column. It is marsly & quick guide to a few of
the fanzines which have landed on my mat — or in my lap —- since
Fovacon 13.

a%‘m 18, in the words of its, almost, famous perpatrator
DaN RN, t another of thosa goddamned snamalled fanzines that
have been f1 ng fandom lately and diluting our precious fanniah
£luids,* and is available for trade, contributions of witty anecdo-
-tes and letters of comment......or 500 cents par copy in cash or
'“WII' It containg various amising ramblings from Dan with the

odd touch of controversy and even a short piece of satirical faan,
fiction. Worth reading, lltbough you know nothing of US fanfom
you may miss several cbscure refersnces lnﬁ a few in-jokes.

gqﬂ%u%ﬁu & genzine produced by JOHN D, OWEN and im
® for the Usual ** psuse for jargon explapation ** Tha
of letter of comeent, & couple of stamps, trade
with your own fanzine or contribution of artwork or articlae.
Genzine = a fantine open to cutside contributors and mot xutn-.-une
itself to toples concerning SF and fandom. ** and pause **

the most 1 loocking ‘zine around these d.y- .md
is alv-;rx an lm.-a:--r_t.nq read, It tends to avoid tha fannish
to fandom nm so frustrating.
'mlpl.m of luunn may get a newcomer a copy, if there are any
left." -~ 15 what the Wman says, its certainly worth a try.

DON'T GET CAUGHT 4 is available for trede, letter of comment
{loc) or first class stamp from KEVIN K. AATTAN, and is a mxr_ur-
of genzine and peizine (= -u!lll fanzine, as in personalls

written about parsonal mat -- @3Sy OnCe you get the hnnq of it
ah?) described by Mev as & 'pur zine'. This issus contains an
her and the drunken ramblings

Of KOV...........i0tecesting in parts.

DOMELE IN THE WORKS is the first ever fanzine from Solihall
EF Grouper and lethal cocktail maker extrordinaire LESLEY WARD.
Pummnhly its available for the usual, but if you ses Steve
Graen at the next mesting he's probably got & couple to dole out
to imterested parties. Its a very impressive mlm; l.ul-y

and
reporta on con 1, as well as supplying & few rlclplm for yet
more desdly cocktails. A very entertaining fanzine.

EGOSCAN 2 is yet another of those -m—l.l-d lu—tn-l mention-
—ad by Dan Steffan, this time by hi
the once famous TED WHITE, it is available !ur th- uul or
could try a few international reply coupons. Froduced I.hly this

more zines than I've downed pints. “The fanzine th-t
talks about fans" is how its descril and that's what it does.
it makes for great resding too.




is edited and published by MARTY ln\'l mns

CANTOR thrice yearly and is available for the usual or §1.50
issus. It is also available for five international reply ml
par issue, if you're writing for the first tims this is probably
your best bet -- bacause HTT is & BIC fanzine and is therefore

ive to mail, so hl:‘k!.um not to trade unless your ‘mine
is big and/or regular. time around HTT is ninety-two pages
long, all of it intaresting and most of it VERY antertaining. GET
IT — Af you can!

ﬂ%‘n amhl: v!c—un of th Birmingham fanzina
reaissance has LL PROBERT has hare produced an inter-
-asting parzine with lﬂu of his ‘uﬂl: artwork. Although the

writing srin't slways as Iu-u.u.-nt as what sometimes it is, Phill
can, and does, some very lwl!.w; ]ll.cr:-i. Its available
for & letter u{ comment, trade or dog food,

N 'IANCE OF MED I 6 — this is basically a
revi [ pis ml ....... Iw,s inter—
-esting and for "Trad records
{pref. DIY material) OLD mags I'D !u:.lﬂul with, mimlmt.
locs, non-leaking waterbeds, lined underware, oiled black

satin shaets and things that go -m' when you twesk tham.
For the desparate, an SAE (large A4 sizéd) will belp quell any
feelings I might have towards your body." — is what the man
CHUCK CONNER says, it is well uwr.n getting.

036 5 is » similar kind of ‘zine to IDOMD, but less esoteric,
this WilTl be the last for & while and is aveilable only for
donstions to The Shaw Pund, as MARC ORTLIEB has now become an
impoverished student in Melbourne.......wsll worth a look if you
can get a copy.

RUDE BITCH is, well I°11 let the ‘ladies’ describe it tham-
selvas: —— "RB, a dykey little fanzine in the l-u-hut-dnngnrm
tradition, is plhl_tl!‘ld by man-hating-killer-shark-women LUCY
HUNTZINGER and AVEDON nm. at (address below), Coast-to-Coast
andom and prove that all the
n;g:{ things They s { .bwt us are true. " -- definately a
£ ¥ ‘eine and available only by editorial whim.....alt
you could try a suitably grovelling letter and a few int. reply
coupons :

...... VERY, VERY FUNNY:!!! Get it if you can

8o THE RITUAL ECHO 1 im & short eh“ty perzine from
this ¥ear's chalrman *** register pow only £6 to Ann
at the address below *** STEVE GREEN. Its lvli.llhl.- for “the
upusual (beermats, copies of Hitler's diary, rare ographs
of Roneld Resgan's brain, autographed pound coins) as well am
the usual,

%‘El;-mMWInwu-.m y recently born-
again fan VINZ CLARKE this is an excellsnt c!nli.m written around
the theme of ‘residences'., 1ts aveilable for the usual I would
imagine........good stuff.

AT THE m oF - E'Hll im mtl\:r b
profess some very nice illos, pmdu
two members J f;. ll.tnmti«- Bolton SF Group and available for
t.l- usual from ANDREW C. NEALE. Worth e h:nk




in ‘an excellent ganzine from Down

Undar, by TEAN WERER and svailsble for the usual or
uncancellied British stamps. Highly recommended,

! T didn't sxpsct to uawut-whllnwn. B0 very
brisfly, bare are the relsvant sddresses:--
DAN_STEFFAN. 1010 W, Tuckshos st., Palls Church, VA 22046 USA.

4 “!,qllf‘hlﬂ Close, Newport F.g::l. Bucks. ME1E SAZ.
The Square, Soorton, lr- Lo, [.lnﬂ.

LESLEY WARD, =/o Lady
8 8DP,....0r outside of termtime - us Scott Road,
nnnn. Solihull, West Midlans
1014 W, Tuckahos Bt., Falls Church, VA 23046 USA.
mm, 5263 Rivarton Ave., 1, W. Hollyweood, GA
91601, USA.
PHILL PROBERT, 32 Digby Wouse, Colleti Orove, Kingshuret, Sirming-
~ham, B37 BJE.
CHUCK CONNER, Bildan Bouss, Chediston Road, Wissstt, Hr Halesworth,
Suffolk, IPL9 ONF.
MARC . @.P.0. Box 27)X, Malbourne, VICT 3001, M-tuln
ﬁ 4409 Woodfield Rosd, Kensington, MD 20895
UCY . 2739 Folsom St,., San Francisco, CA eum [
« 11 Pox Grean Crescent, Acocks Gresn, l:muiun B27 78D,




APA-B NEWS

sm—:y T haven't beesn arcund for the last faw
newnlatters to 1 how thingn are going for apa-B, (very
nicely, thank you] m wn mesmed to have resched the point whers
everyone who wanted to join has alrsady dome so, and thare wasn't
much incentive for me to write this column despite the fact that
the main priority of apa-B is to be a8 cpen and walceming to
potential membors as we can. The informal mesting (oow held at
the Ganeral Wolfe), is pretty much apa-B in person, and I can't
offhand think of amyone attends who doesn't produce Dum-t'hinq
for the apa. If you're 1nterestee in
Fanzine (and remémber you only need to produce two sides onc
every three distributions), you could do worse than drop in a
the General Wolfe on the first tuesday of sach month and talk to
aome of the cther apamembera. We'd make you very weicome,

But anyway, the main resson 1'm appearing in this edition of
the newsletter 18 because Eunice has asked me to produce an end-of-
yoar reviaw of how apa-B has progressed, and how ite likely to do
in the future. Unfortunetely the end of the clender year doesn't
colncide with the end of the apa year, as we only started in june,
B0 I'm not able to give a full year's picturs. Hopefully I'11
produce samething, maybe a 'best of ' for june.

How I actually came to be administrator of apa-B is forever
lost to me in the dim and surky past, but its not inconceivable
that it had something to do with lots of alcohol and smooth
talking, Anyhow, they tell me 1 agresd and after some initial
publicity, our first distribotion was made in june 1983 whan nine
pocple actually contributed. Thess brave ploneers ware Steve
Green, Simon Morburn, Bunice Pearson, Darroll Pardee, Martin Tudir,
William McCabe, Dave Upton, Peter Weston and me.

After that promising start, )lulr was a real blockbuster of a
month, with and this time we
were joined by Faul Vincent, Margaret Thorpe, Chris Suslowics, Joy
Mibbert, Jan Foole, Graham Poole and Gecff Kemp. August was even
better with sightesn fanzines contributed, and saw the arrivel of
Alsn Cash, Phill Probert and Dave Rowley. 1 suppose due to rich
people going on holiday (this means you Martin Tudor) numbers
decressed in september to ten fanzines although we gained Ann
Gay, who worked on Beam Ending with Alan Cash, and Peter-Fred
Thompson with his One Of The Faceless Pen, one of the best fanzines
to come out of the apa., Riding with the september mailing came my
ever-so-wonderful apa-B index, giving detaile of who'd done what
and how much, so that pecple could mee whether or mot they were
in line for the chop. Minac requirement rules! Compiling this was,
quite frankly, a pain in the rectum, and not an activity to be
reccomended to someone with as short sttantion span as me. But
then you don't want to hesr about my problems do you? T thought
not, you heartless reprob tes!

Ho-ona new torped up in the october mailing, though Deve
Langford kindly donated a stack of Ansibles to go out with this
mailing. Contribution count, leaving out the super free gift, was
ten. We were up to the lofty heights of fifteen contributions in
november, s time whan fans traditionally gather around als-houses
with their typewriters and get drunk and fall over. It dossn't

Hello again




produce fanzines hn. its a good way to pass the time while ‘re
walting for your next girocheque, November was alsc a mailing of
great pignificance !ar Pater Weston, who unfortunstley Got I'!!l
Push for lack of acti lty -- specifically, for not producing any-
~thing for three wonths in & row.

December saw the sad demise of Alan Cash from aps-B who
becams listless and seamed to looss nl life after being deprived
of his msilings. (Publish again Alsn, Come hw'lz e-o the path of
Trua Enlightanmen Apar f:fi
fairly good month once again with sleven hnnm h-l.nu prndueld.
Actually, there's some doubt in my mind as to whethar the number
was eleven or twelve, mainly becsuse soms unkind parson took it
into their hesd to walk off with my carrier bag, which I think
might have contained Geoff Kemp's Quartz. If it did, then only
those people st the meeting will have received one, and I'm very
morry for everyone alse, but there's not a lot I can do about ft.
The bag slsc contained all the Christmas cards I wanted to give out,
as wall as the cards which had besn given to me and just possibly
utlnr things, but T can't remember what they might have been. If

ve ssan a carrier lying sbout, or you took one by sccident from
t‘nl decembar mesting, 1'd be very grataful to get it back since this
was the first year people had sddressed cards both to me and Dave
and they have some sort of sentimental value to me, .

Mﬁo\u a Txﬂ start for apa-B I though (must do scmething
about that name) although we could do a lot better and I'm sure
standards will improve given tims. The other two British spss I'm
[elulu with are rather differsnt from our group from the point of
wiew of good writing, DYt for disparate reasons. Women "8
Periodical is large enough to gurantes that you'll have at least
one or two pieces of decent writing in every meiling (which occur
every seven weeks by the way) and Frank's sps is so full of boring
old farts —. sorry -- experience writers, (only kidding Frank!]
that magic flows from nearly every typewriter nearly every nluw.
Bericusly though, you can't halp but get good -tl.unq when you've
got writars of the calibre of Rob Jackson. Greg sgill, Dave
Lridges, Abi Frost, Rob Ransen, Harry Bell -nd l-iaﬂa ncmugul.

I don't know much about SLAPA, the Surrey Limpwrist's aps,
except that {t started as a joke and is now getting sericus, or
about the Men's Apa, which wl::hly “1- joks, If anyone lmot
al hil about the Men's its sims, perhaps cou

m n? Unless they're x;mn sbout discussing -'ﬂ' changing
:nln in society, I don't really ses what they're going to talk
about. Rugby? Football? How to be s Bitterman? Or is it just

¥a boo sucks, 1f the women can have their own apa, then so can
wa' reaction? It won't lest long if its based on the latter two
reasons.

Right, OK. Copy count down to twenty now please, but for
bheaven's sake make sure it is twanty. re's always one fanzine
which runs out before we've collated all the mailings and its
INFURIATING, I'm thinking of initisting en excuse/slapped wrist
corner for this sort of thing in the mewsletter, so you'd better
watch your step.

Glory time. Here's a list of mesbers current as of december
1981,

1) Cath Easthope (I can't help it, its alphabstical listing]

Steve Green

ve
3)  Joy Hibbert




5) William WeCabe
Darroll

&) Pardos

7 Bunice Pearson

8) Jan Foole

9 Graham Poole

10) Dave Rowley

11) Chris Suslowics

1) Patar-Frad Thompson

13) Martin Tudor

14) Paul Vincent {odd how those two always ssem to be together

even in an alphabetical aps listing!)
Those who hed dropped out by december 1983 wers:

1) Doan Bissaker
2] Alan Cash

£ Stan Eling

4] Ann Gay

51 Simon Rorburn

&) Faul Oldroyd

7 Payton

a) Fhill Probert

9) Margaret Thorpe (we all miss you Margaret!)
10) Jane Tietjan

1) Feter Weston {what can 1 say?)

Oh, if you're wondering why twenty copies are required when
we have fourteen members, the reason has not a little to do with

threat above) that we need extra mailings for people who show
interest, and that a couple of complimentary mailings go out to
apa administrators ss s friendly gesture.
I:A:tunr. To be fair to Peter Weston, lest you think I'm
getting at him, I have to say that he's handling some weighty
problems st the moment -- scmething to do with World Domination.)

Just & coupls of other matters befors I wind up. rren-
get their copy of Funice's mmm:hmntlm
If you missed out, let me know ai sand you one. (Apa members

only, of course.} Lastly, you mi. heve noticed that the post of
l@‘{hlm-w: nt lm or slection at the AGM. This isa't dus to
1\1 rt to become planetary dictator before Peter
I-nrm. Imr_ rather due to the fact that aps administrator isn't a

. and
Group were to disappsar tomorrow, we'd still be hers, turning out
mailings every month. Mo, our election will be held in juns, and
1'd like you to think whether or not you'd be interested in salf-
flagellation for the cause, because I'd like & rest, maybe. Anyhow,
ms you can mee from the summary, the apa certasinly isn't fading
away. We consistently maintain each mailing st an average of
thirtesn contributions and the future looks good, with some excellent
writing being produced by people 1ike Punice and Willism in part-
=-icular. Things are happening.

Lock after yourselves,
Cathy.



NOVACON 14

THE COMMERCIAL BREAK

Wovecon is & little like Christmes; you've barely recoveced
from one year's hectic celebration thet you heve to unr: planning
for the naxt, I sometimes wonder L1f the orgenisers of that first
sscond city shindig (Vernon Brown snd the former Aston Group)
would have gone shead if they'd realised the fannish dynasty they
were launching.

And the answer's yes, of course they would have. Running a
con a8 important as Novecon, especially when you're l'uuaunq what
is hailed as the best one ever, i8 an emotional ooatt-u of nerves,
pride and a whole ‘nuneh ul
ocoursing through you rightly so: auﬂ-rlnq Wovacon 14
18 not something to hI t-hn ltqhtly, nor do I

Choosing the committee was the first ch-lhnql: more than I.lﬁt.
choosing the right committee, collesgues with a like commitment to
the Brum Oroup's major undertaking, endowed with balanced judgement
an much as experisnce, indepandent within the team -w::. I'm

the 'Britian in '87' worldeon bid; treasursr Paul Vincent,

nq)ullllhl.- for the sxcellent [ilm programme at Wovacom 13; my wife,

Ann Green, h ¥! Eunice Pearson,
back to Mt the convention's four pteqnn reports and scuvenir
programme book: Dave Haden, another veteran from Novacon 13, return-
=ing to rud the artshow; ¥eavin Clack, cesponsible for the games
dur: my alternstive programme lagt year., It's a team which bodes
well for Hovacon 14.

ks doss cur guest of honour: Rob Holdstock, suthor of the

mlutmmmmm WHEN THE TIME WINDS BLOW and

NECROMANCER, former editor of the British SF Association's
and lmt.l.— British sf fan. Amazingly. Novacon 14 will be
first convention as a gusst of honour; its s distinction long
overdua.

Our venue is the Grand Hotel in Colmore Bow, the dates lro

Movember 9-11; membership is six pounds, which is one pound down
on last year thanks to extensive savings in printing costs. All
those who attended Movacon 13 and will therefore need little
cosxing from me to join this yesr's festivities should have received
our first progress report by now; those new to Hovacon would be
wall-asdvised to send their cash now to Ann Green st 11 Fox Gresn
crascent, Acocks Green, Birmingham B27 75D.

I lock forward to sesing you sll at Bovacom 14.

~-—-STEVE GREEN (CHATRMAN]




Reviews

THE STARDROPFERS by John Brunner.
This i a remarkably bad novel by & good suthor. Tt ism all

best -utui-:l shows just how bad a good writer cam be. A
—droppec ' learn, im an instrument which, although scienti lunl:ly
suwruflr implausible, ® to detect noises from the stars;
ly, users are convinced they are listsning to alien
beings. Howsver, what begins as a tiny minority of cranks dsvelops
into a world-wide craze, with successful contactsas litterally
disappearing into thin air. Amid growing confusion and alacm Iar
the suthorities, Special Agent Dan Cross (yes, really) is sent to
England to attempt to solve the mystery of the whole stardropping
craze. This he eventually doas as the unllkely plot sweaps him to
its conclusion, which s and
instantanecus travel. Hmmm. Most of the baul: seem fairly amsteus-
~ishly written (for Brunpar) and despite the mowentarty burst of
interest generated by & bit of l:l.llt!.lll: rationsle towards the
end, the whole thing is one big let down. Cliched phra such as
"pan moved his right ar, like a striking snake" and mind
was suddenly working like s supar efficient computor® hardly
endear one to finish the book. In summary, I found it rather hard
to belisve that this was the same man who wrote “The Totaly Rich®,
a splendid short story T p-rtlculutlz from his compilation
“gut Of My Mind". For someons with fifty-five odd novels to his
credit, including the award-winning *"Stand On Banzibar", this
should have been better. As a final comment: it Iuﬂinl, oocurred
to me that possibly this wes such & scathing and accurate setire of
typical British acceptance of von Daniken typs lunacy that the
simplistic writing was completely intentional, and part of the
tongue-in-chesk attituda. I though about that for a minute, and
decidad no, it just wos pot a very good book.

Reviewsd by PAUL BRANTINGHAM.




THE VANDAL by Ann Schlee, Magnet £1.%0, 174 pp.

T must sdmit I‘ve pever before hoard of Ann Schles, and 1'd
imagine, Judgq.ng.\q both the content and the style of this exce—
-llent noval, it she's come to af via & mainstream routes
probably children's books. I started to resd with no preconcep—
~tions as to categorisation, But 1 Suppose the cantral character
{a aixtesn-year-old boyl, and heavy emphanis on the experience
of children would place this book 48 & traditional 'jnwnil.‘-
If that's mso, I suppose I must be fairly juvenile, because I
enjoyed resding it far more than the previous book I reviewsd
for the newsletter —- Frank Herbert and Bill Ransom's THE LAZARUS
EFFECT, I've no ides of Ann Schles's nationality, but the story-
-lm of THE VANDAL follows traditional British dystopian lines,

a sub-genre we Seam to be particularly good at, and one which is
perhaps quite apt in this year of 1984, It owss almost mothing
to pulp sf and has none of the standard those of ua who
grew up with science fiction ars used to. Instead what wa have
is a totalitarian society in which personal memory is abolished
by means of a drug incorporatsed in the Drink, & universally
acceptad social convention, taken once a day by all sxcept the
highest levels of society. Personal memory is replaced by an

acceptable the slite. Strangely at odds with the general
varimimilit: angandersd z tha story is the fact that the
‘elite’ seems to be composed of only one man, who appesrs ssveral
times in guch diverse guimes as psychiatrist, landowner and doctor.
That one man could be ths ultimate controllsr of British Scciety I
might be able to sccept, but then that man has a close relationship
with such am apparently ipsignificeant citizen as the central
character, 1 find my credibility stretched quite a bit. 5tll, it's
Ilner guibble compared with the quality of the storytelling which
to allow me to look forward to each reading session.
o e!nn. plewing through & Feview copy 18 s real bind, but here the
ramifications of only having a thres day mesory are fascinatingly
red and the bock was & plessure to read. Oddly for an anti-
wtopian novel, the protagonist never seema to have any real idea of
rebellion. All he does is to anenmly amble along, and any
resistance he puts up oocurs more of less by accident until be is
apprehanded and taken to the rural agricultural areas as forced
labour. A8 & punishment, the mesmcry sroding drugs are withdrawn,
and some hope returns he bagins to realise the true nature of
his world, and what his courss must be. There dossn't sesm to be
any real baddies to kick against in this society (with the excep-
~tion of the slightly bumbling doctor/psychiatrist/landowner) and
it seems to be a totalitarianism by dafault. Tt's a well-meaning
but degenerate structure and how cen you fight when there's no one
to fight? I found this an interesting and thought-provoking story
== well worth seeking out, and don't let the 'juvenile' tag lor the
cover) put you off.

Reviewed by CATHRYN EASTHORE

THE_SORCERY %ﬁ % and SHAMUTANI HILLS by Steve Jackson,
guin se] .95, PP

Fantasy role-paying games have been & growing pastime sver
sinté TWE inception in the sarly seventies, attracting large X
numbers of would-be armchair warriors and wirards., Meny potential
enthusissts have been dsterred both by the prospect of absorbing
lengthy and intricate rule systems and by the problem of ﬂmnq
enough fellow players to start a qzl- Steve Jeckson B ves




these by w ' styls which allows solo
Eantaay gamw. \ilth -1;:1-1 rule learning. The result is the
‘Sorcery!’ series of books, of which THE SHAMUTANI HILLS is the
first volume of four. The text of THE SHAMUTANI HILLS consists

of 465 short numbsred game sections, together with a short intro-
=duction which explains how to play the game. Basically, you
adopt the role of a wizard or vurgﬂt. armed only with ni;x:li.
stamina, luck, & sword and spells, of which more later.

ultimate goal of the quest (which mpans all four volumes) h to
recover tha Crown of Kings, the :I.Do' of which has cursed the once
plessant nation of Analand, and the game is begun simply by resding
the first purbered section, which tells you of your departurs from
Analand into the epoymous hils. At tha end of sach short section
{eg. "Turn to 278%) or sre given a sevies of choices for your next
action leg. whether to knock on a door or just ignore the housel,
wmach of which directs you to a differant numkered sactiom, In

this way the story unfolds according to your decisions at sach
stage — and ba assured that an unwise decision can sericusly
affect the cutcome of a much later situatlom. If ars succassful
the story culminates in your arrival at the city of Khare, at which
point the mecond book in the series will continue the story, but
before then there are many battles, traps, tricky encounters snd
other distractions to overcome. Battles are resclved using an
extramely easy dice-rolling routine and spells may be used as
described in the Spell Book, THE SORCERY SFELL BODK lists 48 spells
which may ba cast (at some expsnse Lo the caster's stamina) whenever
& section of the quest liste some of them as options in & given
situstion. These range from the cbscure to the cbviously useful,
but there is a catch. Each spell is named by a three-letter
mnemonic by which it will be referred to in the four books of the
quest, such a8 ‘DOF' which i®# a spell to open locked doors; but

you are not allowed to refer to the Spall Book whilst actuslly
playing the game - you must reply on your probably shakey recall
of the muemonics to decide which one refers to the spell you want
to use, Thi® neat twist gives a vary convincing impression of
actually being a wizard, frantically trying to remember whether the
correct epell for inducing clumsiness in on opponent is called

'DIM' of 'DUK'., Such innovaticna come rarely in solo gaming, and
this spall system is one of the best yet. People sesm to either
love or hate games, and {f you fall into the former category then
this 'game in a book' is definitely worth s look. There ara many
hours of pure FUN in THE SHAMUTANTI HILLE alone, and I for one am
eager to pit my wits against the three reamining volumes in the
series. HNeed 1 say it —— recommended:

Reviewed by PAUL VIRCENT




I had not actually intended that this should be my vary last
oewsletter, but that is just whet this is. You shall no more be
pestorsd for contributions by me put I hope you will do all
can to help the haplass ons who will inberit this. 5o, thal o
all who have contributed to the newsletter in my reign and thanks
to the publishers for sending me review copies. This was Bunice
Pearson and artwork this Lesus is by Cathryn Easthops and Matt

Fews was from SF Chronicle. &'long folks.

Brooker, ;
&0 It el Eag»m.l
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